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 It is gratifying when a dismembered leaf from a medieval manu-
script finds its way into an appropriate public collection after wan-
dering the world in private hands. Such is the case with a beautiful 
leaf decorated with elaborate pen-flourishing from the six-volume 
noted Antiphoner made in 1289–90 for the Abbess and Prioress of 
the Cistercian nunnery of Beaupré near Grammont, Belgium. Dis-
persed in the aftermath of the French Revolution, the volumes were 
in part dismembered, notably by the celebrated John Ruskin. The 
largest surviving entity of this collection was acquired by the Walters 
Art Gallery (now called the Walters Art Museum) in Baltimore and is 
mss W.759–62 and W.915 (www.thedigitalwalters.org). Other leaves, 
some illuminated with historiated initials or otherwise decorated 
with foliate initials, champie initials in gold and colours, or simply 
decorated with elaborate pen-flourished initials and borders, are 
widely scattered in European and American collections. The Biblio-
thèque Royale in Brussels houses two striking historiated initials, 
one showing of the Birth of John the Baptist, attended, unusually, 
by the Virgin Mary, with a pen-flourished initial on the verso. The 
second leaf shows the death of John the Baptist, with a foliate initial 
on the verso (MSS II 36341,2). The Bibliothèque Royale also has a page 
with a champie initial (MS IV 173) and a page with pen-flourishing 
(MS IV 548) from the same set of volumes. Another pen-flourished 
leaf, sold twice at Sotheby's (6.xii.1988, lot 5, and again on 7.vii.2015, 
lot 5), was purchased by the Fondation Roi Baudouin and deposited 
at the Manuscript Department of the Bibliothèque Royale where, 
under the shelf number IV 1322, it rejoins its sister leaves already in 
the collection. The digitization of these leaves, which will facilitate 
research on their codicology, decoration, and textual and musical 
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content, was conducted by the Alamire Foundation — Centre inter-
national d'étude de la musique aux Pays Bas (www.idemdatabase.
org).
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